A novel receptive area of key importance for the onset of diving responses in the duck.
We have found that the stimulation of the mucosa of the rhinopharynx elicits apnea and bradycardia in the duck. This appears to be the most important area involved in the production of diving responses. The laryngeal mucosa and other areas, as the external nares, were found to be of lesser relevance. We have also observed that visual and thermal stimuli may participate in the elicitation of the responses to submersion.